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History: Understanding the World / Past and Present EYFS 3 

Key Knowledge, Vocabulary and questions 

Key knowledge 

 

• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 

• Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

• Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and class reading. 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

today Happening this day or now. 

yesterday Happened the day before. 

then In the past. 

now Happening at this time. 

before Happened in the past. 

old Something from the past. 

new Something from now. 

picture Shows us the past. 

story How we learn about the past. 

 

1 What is happening today? 

2 What happened yesterday? 

3 Can you think of something old? 

4 Can you think of something new? 

5 When do you think this picture was taken? 

6 Can you think of something that happened in the past? 

7 What can you tell me about your family’s past? 

 


